History of Buckley Air Force Base


As the need for more and more training bases grew during the early years of World War II, Lowry Army Air Field, east of the city of Denver, needed more space and facilities to train the increasing number of troops arriving for training.  The city of Denver purchased a parcel of land and donated it to the Department of the Army. The 5,740 acre site on the high empty plains east of Denver provided ample space for training.  The Army honored the legacy of 1st Lt. John Harold Buckley, a Longmont, Colorado native, by naming the site, Buckley Field.  Lt Buckley lost his life while on a strafing mission behind enemy lines on the September 17, 1918.  German troops shot down Buckley's aircraft on the third day of the Argonne offensive in France.  

Construction of Buckley Field started to transform the land beginning in early 1942.  Contractors built more than 700 buildings, a water distribution system, heating plants, communications facilities and almost 17,000 feet of railroad track in the $7.5 million project.  Buckley Field would accept and train over 50,000 airmen in initial basic training. These new Air Corp Airmen then continued on to more advanced training at Buckley.  The Army Air Corp Technical Training School at Buckley consisted of bombardier and armorer training for aircrews on the B-17 Fortress and B-24 Liberator bombers. As the war drew to a close and the need for large training facilities diminished, Buckley became a supporting airfield for Lowry Field in late 1945.  By 1946, the Colorado Air National Guard assumed control of Buckley.  The 120th Fighter Squadron of the Colorado Air National Guard became the first unit in the United States to be activated under the umbrella of the modern adaptation of the Air National Guard.

The Department of the Navy took charge of Buckley Field in 1947 and renamed the base, Naval Air Station-Denver, Colorado.  The renamed base now housed veterans and their families waiting to revert back to civilian life.  Families lived in five separate villages created to ease a housing shortage created by the massive return of troops at the end of World War II.  The "towns" eventually elected councilmen, mayors and had their own newspaper.  Thousands of veterans transitioned back to civilian life over the next fours years until 1951 when the villages closed.  The Navy continued to operate and maintain the base until 1959.  The stationed decommissioned in 1959 and reverted back to Air Force ownership.  

Licensed by the Air Force to the state of Colorado in 1960, the now-familiar version of the Colorado Air National Guard took roots.  True its' beginnings, the base continued to honor Lt Buckley. For the next forty years the base remained, Buckley Air National Guard Base.  

During those years the Colorado Air National Guard remained an important part of national defense.  Men and women participated in the Korean and Vietnam wars, Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  Squadrons deployed in support of international crisis and participated in Air Force exercises around the globe.  Units garnered numerous awards for their efforts.  Aerial flying teams competed against their active duty counterparts and on a regular basis won or were among the best in Air Force competitions.  

In many ways the base has been an important cog in Department of Defense and Air Force missions.  With the largest military runway capable of handling weapons loaded aircraft in a 400 mile radius, Buckley can support every aircraft in the military inventory.  Transport, cargo, fighter, bomber (excepting the B-52), helicopters in many forms and versions have touched down for servicing and layovers.  Over the years, thousands of transient aircraft and their crews spent time at Buckley.   

Although the base has seen growth and change of missions over the years, the base remained tied to many distinctly different organizations.  Those included the Air Force Ballistic Missile Division Field Office, Army Corp of Engineers, civilian sub-contractors directly tied to the construction of Titan Missile complexes being built on the old Lowry bombing range.  Naval and Marine reserve units and Army National Guard also continued to maintain small detachments on the base throughout the years.  True to origins, Buckley always remained steadfast in the support it provided to others.  It was able to adapt, grow and change direction while maintaining one of the strongest, most agile combat fighter wings in the Air Force.  

In order to support the personnel and missions now assigned to Buckley, Air Force Space Command erected temporary buildings to service, as best they could, the increasing active duty population.  These small buildings, still in service today, provided an adequate means to successfully complete the mission. 

Continuing growth necessitated the activation of units to support the personnel and units on Buckley.  In 1997, Air Force Space Command stood up the 821 Space Group on Buckley.  The group now provided personnel services, communications capability, a supply system, transportation infrastructure, medical treatment, and a solid base of leadership and guidance.   

Since that time, the Colorado Air National Guard has continued supporting its home state and Air Force missions around the world.  They have provided aircraft and crews that routinely respond and participate in air patrol of the region.  Additionally, large portions of the Colorado Air National Guard from Buckley Air Force Base deployed in support of Operations NOBLE EAGLE, ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI FREEDOM. 

CHRONOLOGY OF BUCKLEY 

AIR FORCE BASE

Date 

        Event:
	1 
	Apr 
	1942 
	Opened as an auxiliary airfield for Lowry Army Airfield 

	1 
	Jul 
	1942
	Activated and begins operations as Army Air Corp munitions training base 

	20 
	Dec 
	1946 
	Acquired by right of permit and renamed Buckley Field

	28 
	Sep 
	1947 
	Transferred to US Navy, renamed Naval Air Station - Denver 

	1 
	Dec 
	1950 
	Brigadier General Joseph C. Moffitt, the first Air National Guard General to command an active duty unit during the Korean War

 

	
	Jul 
	1953 
	Buckley's units first Air National Guard state to acquire jet aircraft 

	
	Nov 
	1953 
	"Minute Men" first Air National Guard precision aerial flying team 

	
	Oct 
	1956 
	National Guard Bureau designates "Minute Men", the official Air National Guard demonstration team 

	30 
	Jun 
	1959 
	Secretary of the Air Force licenses Naval Air Station-Denver to the State of Colorado 

	
	Jul 
	1959 
	"Minute Men" disbanded 

	18 
	Apr 
	1960 
	The Air Force officially designates the base, Buckley Air National Guard Base, the first stand-alone Air National Guard base in the nation 



	30 
	Apr 
	1968 
	Units from Buckley become the first guard units to be sent to a combat zone since WWII 

	
	May 
	1969 
	Construction begins on the Aerospace Data Facility 

	
	Mar 
	1973
	The first POWs released from Vietnam arrive at Buckley 

	
	May 
	1975 
	Buckley's 140th Tactical Fighter Wing becomes the first guard unit to achieve combat readiness status with the A-7D

	
	July 
	1976 
	COANG assists in the aftermath of the Big Thompson flood. 

	
	Sep 
	1979
	Buckley's entire 140th Fighter Wing deploys to to take part in the "Coronet Rider" NATO exercise in Turkey.  

	
	Sep 
	1981 
	At the USAF "Gunsmoke" competition, a team from the 140th took the honor as the Top Team at the USAF-wide air to ground gunnery meet.

	
	Aug 
	1983 
	On its' way to the Denver Mint over $1.3 billion of gold bullion is shipped through Buckley 



	
	Dec 
	1985 
	Buckley hosted the nuclear, biological, and chemical center operations course.  First time this NATO course is held outside Europe 



	
	Oct 
	1987 
	Captain Dean McDavid takes first place at the "Gunsmoke" competition in the A-7 Corsair division

	
	Aug 
	1990
	Units and personnel from the COANG deploy in support of Operation DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM

	
	Nov 
	1993 
	Units and personnel from the COANG deploy in support of Operation PROVIDE COMFORT at Incirlik AB, Turkey.  Deployment ends Sept. 1994

	
	Mar 
	1995 
	Units and personnel participated in the joint Australian and U.S. exercise termed Operation DOWN UNDER.  This exercise was held in Australia.

	
	Apr 
	1995 
	Again, Units and personnel from the COANG deploy in support of Operation PROVIDE COMFORT at Incirlik AB, Turkey.  

	
	Jun 
	1996
	Units and personnel from the COANG deploy in support of Operation SOUTHERN WATCH in Kuwait.

	
	Jan 
	1998 
	Units and personnel from the COANG deploy supporting Operation SOUTHERN WATCH in Kuwait.  

	1 
	Oct 
	2000
	Air Force Space Command assumes responsibility of Buckley.  Buckley Air National Guard base redesignated as Buckley Air Force Base.  

	
	Oct
	2001
	Aircraft and personnel from COANG's 140 FW deploy supporting Operation NORTHERN WATCH at Incirlik AB, Turkey.  The deployment ended in December. 

	11
	Sep 
	2001
	Aircraft and personnel from COANG's 140 FW began support Operation NOBLE EAGLE.  Flying CAP missions, this support continues to this day.

	11
	Sep 
	2001 
	COANG's aircraft and personnel deploy to location world-wide supporting Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.  These missions continue to this day.

	5
	Feb 
	2003
	Units from the COANG deploy in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and later participate in Operation IRAQI FREEDOM

	
	May 
	2004
	Units from the COANG deploy in support continuing missions supporting Operation IRAQI FREEDOM


